
W 
ith the Paris Air Show just opening its doors, this 
is an ideal time to talk about the aerospace indus-
try in general, and about Safran in particular. 
   Developments during the first half of the year 
show that aerospace markets are in very good 
health indeed. Following our record engine 

deliveries last year, we have 
already logged a large num-
ber of orders during the first 
half of 2007. Whether for 
propulsion, equipment or 
the aerospace operations in 
our Defense Security branch, 
Safran plants are running at 
full capacity. 

   In addition to our robust aerospace business, the Group’s other sec-
tors are also chalking up a number of successes, especially in the security 
market. This dynamic performance is built on a shared passion for high 
technology throughout Safran. Our strengths and talents are above all 
anchored in the skills and expertise of the men and women working for 
Safran around the world. 
   The Safran Group was established two years ago. We span two differ-
ent, yet highly complementary spheres of technology – mechanics and 
electronics – giving us a unique corporate DNA. 
   Day after day, we build foundations for the future. By this I mean develop-
ing new technologies and products, filing for numerous patents, modern-
izing our production facilities and improving productivity, and of course 
developing our service business. Working with partners from around the 
world, in France, Europe, America, Russia, India, China and elsewhere, 
we will continue to move forward and deliver solutions that satisfy our 
customers and shareholders. 

A passion   
for high 
technologyed

ito
ria

l

essentials� 4
A quick look at Safran Group news

insight� 8
Working with French charity organization  
Secours Populaire Français

t omor row � 10 
Partnerships drive progress in  
aerospace research

special report � 14
China takes off.  Aviation, telecom and secu-
rity are just three growth sectors in the booming 
Chinese economy. We take an in-depth look at 
Safran’s presence in this market. 

�
panorama� 26
TP400-D6, the A400M turboprop engine,   
under test at Snecma’s Istres facility

markets � 30
30 Turbomeca powers the U.S. Army 

33 Dedicated to Boeing 787 landings 

35 Lighter, quieter engines

36 Braking: the electrical revolution 

38 �Mobile phones reveal hidden talents   
with NFC

40 Any radio station you want 

41 �AASM soon to enter service on Rafale

42 �SaM146 on track for certification

face-to-face � 44
New fuels for tomorrow’s airplanes? 
Interview with Xavier Montagne, head of the fuels-
lubricants-emissions department of the Institut 
Français du Pétrole (IFP). 

Jean-paul bÉchat
Chief executive officer, SAFRAN GROUP

SaM146 
ENGINE

The Sukhoi Superjet 100 will be the 
first aircraft powered by the SaM146 jet 
engine, developed by Snecma  
and NPO Saturn 

42 markets

Check out the latest Safran news on 
www.le-webmag.com 
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" Day after  
day, we build  
foundations for  
the future. " 


