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On September 26, the runway at the 
Sukhoi plant in Komsomolsk-on-Amur, 
far eastern Russia, was much busier 
than usual, with more than 500 guests 
invited to witness the rollout of the new 
Superjet 100 regional jet. This is the first 
Russian commercial jetliner program 
designed to receive international 
certification. The Superjet 100 is  
a twin-engine regional jet carrying 70 to  

100 passengers and featuring state-of-
the-art technologies. The maiden flight 
is planned by the end of 2007, and the 
Superjet 100 should enter service with 
Aeroflot towards the end of 2008. Out of 
an estimated total market in this 
category of 5,500 aircraft over the next 
20 years, Sukhoi Civil Aircraft projects 
sales of 800 to 1,000 Superjet 100s. 
Safran is one of the leading Western 

partners in this program, since Group 
company Snecma teams up with NPO 
Saturn of Russia to produce the SaM146 
engine, while Messier-Dowty supplies 
the landing gear. Several other Safran 
Group companies also contribute to this 
new regional jet.  

K More 
www.parisairshow-2007.com, "Stories"

France’s future Barracuda class nuclear 
attack submarines will be fitted with the 
surface detection system (DAS) designed  
by Sagem Défense Sécurité. The system 
comprises a radar mast and two optronic 
masts, one integrating a passive 
electromagnetic detection sensor. It will 
provide day/night detection, tracking and 
sighting functions. The contract with French 
naval shipyards DCNS includes a firm order 
for the first submarine in the series, to be 
delivered in 2010, and conditional orders for 
the following units. 
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Successful superjet 100 rollout 

Sagem Défense Sécurité to provide detection  
system for Barracuda submarines
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Weaving links 
with art 

During the Paris 
Air Show last 
June, Safran 
Group com-
pany Labinal 
displayed 
an artwork 
made entirely 
from the dif-
ferent wiring 
assemblies it 

produces. The artist, Elodie Givaudan, 
won a contest organized by aircraft 
wiring specialist Labinal for students 
at the Decorative Arts school in Paris, 
addressing the theme: “Weaving 
links with art”. Labinal’s main  
objectives were to spotlight its  
business and products in the eyes  
of customers, and to foster company-
wide unity around a technology- 
related art project. 

K More
www.le-webmag.com
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Safran’s Open 60 racing 
boat launched

The Safran Group kicked off a major racing 
boat sponsorship initiative in December 
2005, choosing skipper Marc Guillemot to 
take the helm. The program has shifted into 
high gear, with the launch of the new Safran 
Open 60 monohull racing boat, incorporating 
technologies from several Group companies. 
The new boat starts its racing career in 
November 2007 with the Transat Jacques 
Vabre transatlantic race, from Le Havre  
in France to Salvador de Bahia in Brazil.  
Next will come the Vendée Globe around-
the-world solo race, starting in November 
2008. Safran has created a special website 
for all ocean racing aficionados:  
www.safransixty.com

K More
www.le-webmag.com, "3 questions to..."
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SAFRAN awards 2007 prize 
to Chinese researchers

Awarded for the last five years at the Beijing air show, the annual Safran Prize 
for research in China went to Li Zhiping and Lu Xingen this year. The first  
prize was awarded to Dr. Li for his work on improving unsteady flows in  
a compressor stage. The second prize was awarded to Dr. Lu for  
the development of strategies to increase surge margins in axial-flow 
compressors. The two prizewinners will travel to France to meet Group 
specialists in their fields and perhaps kick off future joint projects. 

K more
www.le-webmag.com
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Ardiden 
engine 
flying  
high in 
India 

Messier Services 
Asia adds 1,500 
square meters

Messier Services Asia’s Singapore 
plant has increased its floorspace 
to 12,000 square meters, 
enhancing its support capabilities. 
This facility can now handle a 
larger number of landing gear 
from Boeing 777, 737NG and 
Airbus A320, A330 and A340 
aircraft, and will add support 
capability for the Airbus A350  
and A380, plus the Boeing 787. 

“Not only does this engine 
develop greater power, 

especially in hot/high 
climates, it also offers 

longer endurance, of up 
to 6,000 hours between 

overhauls.”

Philippe Couteaux
director of aircraft turbine  

engines at Turbomeca

Sagem Avionics 
expands in Dallas

The Sagem Avionics plant in  
Grand Prairie, Texas (near Dallas) 
is moving to a larger building that 
offers some 6,300 square meters 
of floorspace. It supplies avionics 
systems for both helicopters and 
airplanes, along with support 
services. In particular, this  
plant makes avionics systems  
for the UH-72A helicopters 
recently chosen by the U.S. Army. 
Sagem Avionics is a subsidiary  
of Sagem Défense Sécurité 
(Safran Group). 

K more
www.safran-na.com 
(Safran website for North America)

On October 8, Messier-Dowty, a Safran Group company, 
officially inaugurated its new test facility in Vélizy, near 
Paris, dedicated to the landing system for the Airbus A400M 
military transport. The first landing system shipset had 
already been delivered to the final assembly line at the 
EADS CASA plant in Seville, Spain. 

Launched in mid-2006 in collaboration with Messier-
Bugatti, the new A400M landing system test facility covers 
some 1,200 square meters. The main test rig is designed to 
carry out operational and endurance tests of the landing 
gear kneeling, extension/retraction and steering systems.  
It represents the A400M’s own hydraulic, avionics and 
electrical systems. Selected as landing system supplier  
in 2004, Messier-Dowty is in charge of the design, 
development, manufacture, integration and support of  
the complete landing system for this new military airlifter. 
The test facility itself will be operated in conjunction with the 
company’s other test centers in Gloucester (UK) and Toronto 
(Canada), as well as the French government’s Toulouse 
Aeronautical Test Center. 

K more
www.le-webmag.com

Messier-Dowty inaugurates  
A400M test facility in Vélizy

On August 16, the Turbomeca Ardiden turbo-
shaft engine made its first test flight on the 
Dhruv (Hindi for “pole star”) helicopter made 
by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). 
The French engine-maker started teaming 
up with the Indian aircraft manufacturer 
in the 1960s, first on the Artouste, then on 
the TM333-2B2. Since the power output of 
the latter engine (1,100 shp) no longer met 
Dhruv requirements, Turbomeca proposed 
that HAL participate in the development of a 
new 1,200-shp engine. This led to the  
Ardiden 1H, at the time still called “Shakti”, 
the Hindi word for power. In addition to the 
initial Indian market, spanning some 200 new 
Dhruv helicopters currently fitted with the 
TM333-2B2, the Ardiden engine is targeting 
a global market, as powerplant for twin- 
engine helicopters in the 5 to 7-ton class. 

K more
www.le-webmag.com
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Chips in 
Morocco

By 2014, some 12 million drivers’ licenses and registration papers will be  
fitted with electronic chips in Morocco. The Moroccan Ministry of Equipment 
and Transportation issued the first documents of this type in August. These 
cards are fitted with chips to ensure the security of data updates. The cards 
are supplied by Sagem Orga GmbH as part of a secure document system 
contract awarded by the Ministry of the Interior to Sagem Sécurité, part of the 
Safran Group, and its partners, the industrial firm M2M and the bank Attijari 
Capital Risque. With this project, Morocco becomes a pioneer in the 
introduction of electronic ID cards. 

K more
www.le-webmag.com
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Two million  
MPEG4  
decoders! 

Sagem Communications (Safran 
Group) delivered its 2,000,000th 
MPEG4 digital TV decoder in early 
October, solidifying its dominant 
position in the sector with a 
complete range of terminals  
for the four current broadcast 
technologies: IP, satellite,  
DTTV and cable. At September 30, 
16 telecom operators had  
chosen Sagem Communications 
equipment for their IP television 
services. 

Delivery of  
first A380

Airbus has delivered the first of 19 A380 super-jumbo jets ordered by Singapore 
Airlines, in a three-class layout for 471 passengers. Other deliveries will follow, 
to Singapore Airlines as well as Emirates and Qantas. Ten Safran Group 
companies contribute to the A380. 

K More 
www.le-webmag.com

©
 A

ir
bu

s 
SA

S

©
 D

R




